
 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF A MEETING OF THE  
COMMITTEE on AGING OF THE CITY OF MANITOWOC 

 
COA Meeting Minutes March 13, 2023 

Classroom 
Manitowoc Senior Center 

 
Present: A Brixius (Chair), D Bonk (Co- Chair), J Hudon, R Malzahn, R VonDrachek, L Kalista, C Hall (Staff),  
M Michels (Staff)  
Absent:  J. Kramer, M. Schultz, W. Hutterer (ADRC) 
 

1. Meeting called to order at 1:30 pm by A. Brixius 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Discussion and approval of minutes of previous meeting (January 2023) 

(a) Motion to approve: L Kalista 
(b) Second: R VonDrachek 
(c) All in favor 

4. Public Input 
(a) none 

5. Chair Person’s Report 
(a) Thank you to staff and volunteers for organizing all of the storage areas and for the 

updates to the lobby area 
(b) Acknowledged the thank you in the newsletter to Curt and COA for implementing 

the purchase of chairs with arms for the Social Room. 
(c) A Brixius is not opposed to a volunteer dinner, rather he is opposed to the current 

funding structure for this event. 
(d) Comment Box 

i. Live yoga instructor 
1. Staff is continually looking for exercise instructors 

6. Aging & Disability and Resource Center Report 
(a) May 9th, 2023:   Aging Advocacy Days in Madison   The ADRC has secured a school 

bus to take us from the Manitowoc Office Location.  Transportation arrangements 
can be secured for those who need a ride to the Manitowoc office from Kewaunee. 
Please contact Wendy  Hutterer if you would like to attend and sign up.  I can 
provide the registration information if needed.  Otherwise, gwaar.org has the 
Advocacy Link and the information for this event in Madison on their website. 

(b) New Nutrition Coordinator: Emily Siemers   Start date was February 27th 
(c) Memory Cafes: 1st Wednesday of the month Manitowoc Library   10 am     An 

opportunity to socialize and enjoy planned activities for the Caregiver and the 
individual being cared for with early stage dementia  

(d) Early Stage Dementia Support Group is the 1st Tuesday of the month at 10AM at the 
ADRC of the Lakeshore 1701 Michigan Avenue.    This group is for Caregiver and 
Care Recipients with Dementia.    Caregivers and Care Recipients each have their 
own group to meet with at the same time 

(e) Caregiver Support Group: Both Virtual and IN person options. 3rd Thursday of the 
month, 10 am  ADRC of the Lakesore  1701 Michigan Avenue  

(f) Provided 2023 Prevention Programs flyer (attached) 
7. Sr. Center Staff Report  

(a) Current Programs and Schedule updates 
i. Trips 

1. March 23, 2023 
a. Exploring the Lakeshore 
b. 30 participants 

ii. Fundraiser 
1. Health Fair May 10, 2023 

a. Vendor Booths Fee 



 

b. Sponsorships 
c. Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale 

2. Pop up Bake Sales  
iii. Special Events 

1. Valentine’s Sweet Treats Party February 14 
a. Over 70 participants (35 came for lunch also) 

2. St Patrick’s Day Celebration March 17 
3. Intergenerational Day April 10 

(b) Senior Center Manual  
i. Michelle continuing to work on this, hoping for fall finalization 

(c) Questions, Comments and Concerns on Senior Center Report  
8. Financial Report 

(a) No discussion 
9. Old Business 

(a) 42” tables – looking to purchase 3 (re: July 11, 2022; Chair Person’s Report) 
i. Quote for $1391 for (3) 42” round tables + $250 delivery fee 

1. Motion to move forward: A Brixius 
2. Second: L Kalista 
3. All approved 

a. C Hall took request to Public Infrastructure for final 
approval or denial 

(b) Handicap Access and Parking (re: January 9, 2023; J. Hudon) 
i. C Hall submitted request to Building and Grounds and Public Infrastructure  

(c) Phones and/or emergency communication in each room (R. Malzahn) 
i. Staff will need to find out what the walls look like behind the phones and 

boxes next to them and see what it would take to remove them all 
ii. Suggested using personal cellphones if there is an emergency.  First make 

sure you get to safety, then call 911, then call the office (do not call the office 
first). 

iii. C Hall submitted request to Building and Grounds and Public Infrastructure 
(d) Discussion for the July meeting 

i. Committee on Aging wish list 
ii. Reminder for improvements or concerns for the 2024 budget to the July 

meeting 
1. Fee (rate) change recommendations 

a. Membership fees 
b. Gift Shop 

i. Currently the senior center gets 5% of all vendor 
sales and full profit for anything that is donated, 
from the crafters, and/or from the weavers. 

c. Watercolor Sales 
i. Currently the senior center gets 0% of sales 

d. Red Hatters, Retired Educators 
i. Need to determine where they fit in our current 

structure: 
1. Fitness: members, punch-card for facilitated 

classes 
2. Social: members 
3. Outreach: open to public 

a. A Brixius suggested possibly 
implementing a COA review and 
approval procedure 

e. Foot Care 
i. C Hall working with providers so all have the same 

agreements with the senior center 
10. New/Other Business  



 

(a) L Kalista noted that the new shades at the CP Rec Center may still be to light for 
Pickleball  

i. C Hall noted that this was by recommendation from LBI  
ii. $2500 out of the rec programs accounts was used for these 

(b) J Hudon noted that the weavers need a new sewing machine 
i. None of the ones at the senior center work 

1. A Brixius suggested putting a request in the newsletter for a donation 
of a sewing maching in good working order 

2. M Michels suggested we put anything that doesn’t work in the 
rummage sale for parts or throw them away 

11. Adjourn 
(a) Motion to adjourn: D Bonk 
(b) Second: R Malzahn 
(c) All in favor 

i. Meeting adjourned at 2:38 pm 
12. Next meeting May 8, 2023 at 1:30 pm  

 
If you need accommodations for this meeting, please notify the City Clerk’s office at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting (or as soon as possible after the meeting is posted, if posted less than 48 hours prior 
to the meeting time) at 686-6950, or TDD 686-6552.   
 
Dated this 18th day of April, 2023  
      _______________________________________ 
      Curt Hall 
      Park, Recreation & Sr. Center Division Manager 
 
E-MAIL:        
Clerk’s Office  
Mayor’s Office 
City Managers 
Committee Members    
 


